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The Carers (Scotland) Act 2016 (Prescribed Days) Regulations 2017 (SSI 
2017/207) 

Dear Minister for Public Health and Sport  

The Committee considered The Carers (Scotland) Act 2016 (Prescribed Days) 
Regulations 2017 (SSI 2017/207) at its meeting on the 5 September 2017. The 
Committee agreed at the meeting to write to the Scottish Government to seek further 
information related to implementation of the Act before deciding whether to make a 
recommendation on this instrument.  

During our predecessor committee’s scrutiny of the Carers Bill concerns were raised 
by stakeholders regarding the estimated costs set out in the Financial Memorandum. 
This including the following concerns: 

 The estimated costs of implementing the Carers (Scotland) Act 

 Waiving charges and replacement care costs 

 Predicted demand for services 

In response to these concerns the Scottish Government set up a financial-led group 
with key stakeholders, including COSLA and carers organisations to consider cost 
estimates.  The Scottish Government’s response to the Committee’s Stage 1 Report 
stated the Scottish Government would write to the Health and Sport Committee and 
the Finance Committee setting out the conclusions of the finance-led group.  

As the SSI is requiring local authorities to publish its local eligibility criteria we 
understand the finance-led group must have now concluded its work. We would 
request a copy of the findings of the group and detail on how the specific issues 
raised during scrutiny of the Carers Bill have been addressed. 
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The SSI is requiring local authorities to publish their local eligibility criteria. At what 
stage will local authorities know the additional resource that will be provided by the 
Scottish Government to assist in funding delivery of the provisions of the Carers Act?  
This will be required before the local authority has to consult and agree its local 
eligibility criteria.  We are keen to ensure the local eligibility criteria that is agreed is 
primarily driven principally by the aim to deliver better and more consistent support 
for carers and not financial constraints.  

It would also be helpful if you could provide further information on the mechanism 
that will be used for distributing the funding to local authorities and integrated joint 
boards.  

The Committee plans to consider the SSI again following receipt of the above 
information. To meet the timetable for scrutiny of the SSI it would be much 
appreciated if a response could be received by Tuesday 12 September.  

Yours sincerely 
 
 
 
Neil Findlay MSP 
Convener of the Health and Sport Committee 


